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SUB J : SYRIAN MEDIA REPORTING ON LEBANESE AIR FORCE ATTACK 
AGAINST PALESTINIAN POSITIONS 

1 . SYRIAN MEDIA REPORTING IAN 16 ATTACK BY LEBANESE AIR FORCE 
AIRCRAFT AGAINST PALESTINIAN POSITIONS HAS REFLECTED SARG 
UNCERTAINTY HOW TO TREAT SUCH OBVIOUSLY SENSITIVE MATTER. 
SYRIAN RADIO BROADCASTS JAN 16 MENTIONED THAT HEAVY FIGHTING 
TAKING PLACE AROUND COUNTRY, THAT BEIRUT STREETS UNSAFE AND 
THAT COS SHIHABI HAD MET WITH PRES FRANGIE IN PRESENCE G-2 
CHIEF JULES BUSTANY. REPORTING ON LEBANON FOLLOWED LENGTHY 
COVERAGE DEVOTED TO SC DEBATE ON ME, AND THERE NO MENTION 
OF AIR FORCE ACTION. JAN 16 TELEVISION NEWS DID NOT MENTION 
LEBANON. EARLY MORNING JAN 17 RADIO LED OFF WITH REPORT 
THAT SHIHABI HAD MET WITH ASAD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING HIS 
RETURN FROM LEBANON AS PART OF ONGOING 

SYRIAN EFFORTS TO PUT AN END TO FIGHTING. MINIMAL DETAILS GIVEN 
BY RADIO DID NOT GO BEYOND NOTING STREETS OF CAPITAL UNSAFE. 
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BY 0915 BROADCAST, COVERAGE OF SC DEBATE HAD REPLACED LEBANON 
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AS LEADOFF TOPIC. 

2. COMMENT: SYRIAN MEDIA REPORTING REFLECTS SARG CONFUSION 
BETWEEN HIGHLIGHTING SC DEBATE, IN WHICH LEADERSHIP HAS 
INVESTED SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF DIPLOMATIC EFFORT AND WHICH 
DOMINATES PRESS, AND LEBANESE CRISIS, WHERE SARG DIPLOMACY ALSO 
ON LINE. CLASH BETWEEN PALESTINIANS AND LEBANESE MILITARY 
SEVERELY EMBARRASSING TO SYRIANS AS WELL AS HIGHLY INFLAM- 
MATORY, WHICH PROBABLY EXPLAINS DECISION NOT TO MENTION IT IN 
BROADCASTS. SYRIAN MEDIA HAVE SO FAR DECIDED TO DOWNPLAY 
RECENT LEBANESE EVENTS AND REPORT SITUATION IN CONTEXT OF 
CONTINUING SYRIAN DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO RESOLVE CRISIS. 

AIR FORCE ATTACKS, MENTIONED IN PASSING, ARE BEING PLAYED 
AS MUTINY BY FEW INDIVIDUALS, AND ONLY IN LIMITED CIRCULATION. 
DAMASCUS NEWSPAPERS, RADIO AND TV CONTINUE MUTE. 

MURPHY 
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